American Association
of Candy Technologists

AACT Stroud Jordan award to

Gwen Evenstad

wen Evenstad has been selected to receive the
2018 Stroud Jordan award from the American
Association of Candy Technologists. The award will be
presented at a banquet on Tuesday, October 2, in Oak
Brook, Illinois, during the National Technical Seminar.

Evenstad is the R&D and regulatory compliance
manager at Sweet Candy Company, where she started
as QA manager in 2001. Her responsibilities include
research and development, product development,
process optimization and food labeling.

Prior to joining Sweet Candy Company, Evenstad
worked in various technical positions at Horizon
Snack Foods, Sunsweet Growers and Gourmet Valley
Foods. She has consulted for companies to improve
accuracy and identify attributes to highlight on prod-
uct packaging.

Evenstad has demonstrated her commitment to
promoting both the industry overall, and education
within the industry. In 2005, Evenstad founded the
AACT Rocky Mountain chapter, which has become
a large and successful organization. Each year, AACT
Rocky Mountain partners with the local IFT chapter

to promote confectionery and
food technology at the Utah Food
Expo. She has served on the
National AACT Council as Long
Range Planning Committee chair
and as part of the Program Com-
mittee. In those roles she has facil-
itated programming efforts with
other organizations including National Confection-
ers Association, PMCA and Retail Confectioners
International. She has been active in leadership roles
for both the local and national IFT since 1986.

Evenstad regularly engages with young people in
the industry. She develped a course at Utah Valley
University titled “Exploring the Wonderful and Tasty
World of Confectionery Science,” which she has pre-
sented for the past four years. She also served as a
mentor in PMCA’s Student Outreach program for
three years.

This award is given in honor of Stroud Jordan to
recognize individuals who have provided exceptional

Gwen Evenstad

and outstanding service to the confectionery industry.
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